Welcome to…TOK Unplugged[image: image1.wmf]
…or better yet, maybe we should call this “TOK Monster Garage”.  Here’s the deal, Seniors:  You have an important essay you must submit in February, and we need to strip TOK down to its bare essentials between now and then.  After that (and your presentations), we’ll have all spring to add the chrome pipes and sweet stereo system to make it one kick-@#! ride to escort you into a wonderful life outside these walls.
Here’s the nuts-n-bolts schedule we’ll follow:

10/14
Ascent of Man, De Cartes, JTB, Hirsch Cultural Literacy(?)

HW:  Kinds of Knowledge, Kinds of Evidence, Perception Quotes, “In the Mind’s Eye,” ToK Primer reading

10/20 & 26

Perception Potpourri

HW:  “Confessions of a Former Cultural Relativist”

“On Language & Thought”(?), Propaganda research, Jabberwocky, Language Quotes
11/1
Launch Language:  Carlin, Jabberwocky, Propaganda, Pig Latin
***Need “Movie Night” (outside of class) to watch Oleanna***

HW: “You Are What You Say”, “Talking About People”, “Orwell’s Double-Speak”(?)
11/5
Video:  Human Language

Gender & Language

HW: “Language Police”, “Please Return the word Gay
11/12
Wittgenstein’s Language Game

Assign Language & Perception Essay!! (Due before/after Winter break??)
HW:  Logic Readings

OVER (
11/18
Launch Logic – Student expert groups present
HW:  Syllogism practice + fallacies + induction

***********11/24-11/28  Thanksgiving Break************
11/29
“Love is a Fallacy” (in-class drama)

Toulman Model for Logical Reasoning
HW:  “What is Math?” + “Math and the Search for Knowledge”

12/3
Launch Math:  Video “Math, Who Needs It?”, Mobius Strips & Handcuffs

***Need “Movie Night” (outside of class) to watch Π***
HW:  “The Mathematically Annotated Garden”, “Joy of Mathematics”, Brainstorm 3-D model
12/9
3-D Models Workshop – design & construct
HW (over next 2 meetings):  “Scientific Explanation” (Olen Ch. 17), “Semmelweiss Bed Fever”, “Life on the Mississippi”, “10 Myths of Science”

12/15
3-D Presentations

Launch Natural Science:  methodology, “Empirica”
12/21
Natural Science discussions (cont)
HW:  L&P Essay due upon return!

“Getting Away From Pretty Much Already Being Away From It All”, any 1 social science reading selection + Informal Family Oral Tradition Story (great time to do this over break)
***********12/23-1/2  Winter Break************
1/5
L&P Essay Due!

Launch Social Science + Intro to Psychology (soft sciences?)
HW:  More self-selected gender readings

1/11
Gender Equity – Metz lecture: Why Women Will Take Over the World
HW:  More Race, Incarceration, Violence readings (“Is War Part of Our Nature?”)
1/18
Race, Incarceration, Violence
***Need “Movie Night” (outside of class) to watch Fog of War, Bowling for Columbine, or Farhenheit 9/11 (yes, we’ll circle back around to address propaganda issues)***

HW:  “Bill Meet Nicollo” + “Lean & Mean”
1/24
Politics in World – Machiavelli
Politics at Home – Security vs. Civil Rights
HW:  “Historical Sources”, “Historian & His Facts”, “Worst Mistake”, “Lies My Teacher Told Me” (selections)
***********1/25-1/28  Mid-Terms & Regents************
2/3
Film:  Dear America: Letters Home From Vietnam
HW:  Ethics readings – Intro, Shipwreck, Right Thing to Do, Peter Singer, Myth of Gyges

2/9
Launch Ethics - Ethics in America:  Episode #1
HW:  Aesthetics readings

2/15
Launch Aesthetics:  Dennis Hopper + Understanding Beauty
HW: Extreme, Extravagant, Exasperating, Illuminating Essay Due After Break!!!

***********2/21-2/25  President’s Recess************
2/28
Big Essay Due to Me!!

Big Breather Due to you!

Let’s just chat
